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5 the PEOPLE of MARYLAND,
Nuxser L '

& H AV E.lived taa confiderable age,
in the eligible condition of a private
;: man. My referved-and contempla-
3 tive turn difqualifics me for being
XX UK an_ alor, in -the .various fcenes,
bich are exhibited, on lhe.‘rut threatre of
litical wogld 3 but my ipclination has al-
s led meto gain forne infght.into the con-
itution, and laws of my ceuntry, and the na.
re of goverament ingeneral, .1 can confident.
y afiert, that I am exempt from the narrow
iews and prejudices of pasty. 1 bhave no inter.
#to confult, or refentments to gratify ; I there.
ore conceive it probable, that, In (ome things,
} bave julter ideas of the public wiility, than
nen of tar fuperiour abilitics, who have, many,
cars, been treading the fage of politics, whole
rinciples are debafed by an unbounded rage
o popular applaufe, and whofe tempers are em-
bittered by cenfure or difappointment. Thefe
onfiderations have induced me to publith a feries
Lf remarks, with the reafonable expeltationy of
ugzefing fome few hints to men of abler heads,
ud n.ore extenfive influence.
Wken the arbitrary meafures of Great-Britain

{
1) -
\

4 compelied the American colonies to declare ®

emlelves independent, "and to affume the pow.
sof government, under their own authority,
he artention of inankind was wonderfully ex-
ited. The hiftory of the univerfe records but

inftances, where a people affembled, by their
eprefentatives, to inttitute a fyftem of govern-
ment, Moit of the amtieut ftates have attained

i prefent cftablihment by degrees. We

anot difcover what was the original compalt,

r whether, in truth, an exprets original com.
b2 ever exilted. It is a reafonable conjeture,
hat the real origin of government was conqueft

d ufurpation; and that every portion of li-
berty, we enjoy, is a reiumption of our natural,
ndehible rights.

We meet with many compofitions between a
monarch, ora body of nobility, and the peopie.
nall thefe, perogative and privilege arc care-
ully preferved ; but the rights and interefts of
be lower, and more numerous, orders, by no
neans {uffisiently guarded. ;

In America, the franers of the new conftitu.
Hons were the genuine reprefcutatives of the

ople. They aiffembied upon terras of perte&
quality, and the good of the whole was the fole

inciple. They bad the experience of paft ages
or aguide, and the principles of every govern-
ent fhould have been inveftigated. Under
befe circumftances, a perfon, ubagquainted
with buman nature, might expe@ ethi
ike perfection to be the refult of their folemn
tliberations.
_Jf good and bad are to be eftimated by compa.
ifon, we have_treafon to_rejoice in.the conftitu-
on of Maryland; but will an
hat it poﬂ'cz: an abfoldte perfection d,

Soms men, from 2 dread of inmovatign, or
bat unsccountable imbecility, which will ra-
her “fabmit. to an inconvenience, ‘than make a
ngle exerticn to remove if; cannot fupport the
dea of violating what they call fundamental max-
23, They imagine, that an attemt to improve
3y part of tha building, would deltroy the
bole tabric, . §n my opinion, unlefd their
deas are right, and the conftitution, in all its
parts, is to be perpetua), "an alteration fhould
2ke place a3 fpeedily as pofSble. .There are
s, which,.in the beginning, might be cafily
taédied, that become incurable by length of
ime, The prople ara ever attacbed to antient
stoms, however abfurd and inconvenént ; Ror
ul they fubmit, without the greateft relu®ance,
o the mott falutary change.” For this reafon, it

l‘%‘“l ‘expediept, that the. general afermbly
would 1mmediately 'und;mlze to  reform the
onfitution, “They have ample. time tb delibes
e, and to publith their bilr for the confidera-
ion of the fucceeding affeubly. My objections
Y IOME parts T Thall jtate wi rom,—l;ldbzn-
*Arour to make a er yle of that liberty
Bich is’ fecured by gngllh asticle of the de.

t3on of rights.” deh ol

b\

corre& each other's proceedings, and td temper
the violence, which fometimes difgrates the pro-
ceedings of the wifeft bodies. 1 conceive, no
advantage could poffibly arife from a third
branch, in«the perfon of the fupreme magiftrate.
In this, 43 in many other refpe&s, our conftitu.
tion excels that of Great-Britain, which has fo
often’ been blazoned, by the pens of a Montef-
quieu, a Blackftone, and other celebrated wri-
ters; and 1 could with fome paits of that confti.
twion had not been copied, without a due con-
fideration of the principles upon which they ap-
pear to be founded.

The fenate is reftraibed from originating, or
amending, any bill for the difpofition of moaney.
The houfe of Jords in England, and the fenate
of Maryland, are on ditferent eftablifhments;
the former isa permanent, hereditary body ; it
they become corrupt, the evil is incurable; they
are fuppofed to be influenced by the king, the
difpenfer of hbnour and profit, who can create

cers at his pleafure, mcr gratify them with the
plendour and emoluments of office. The fe-
nate is a temporary, ele&ive body, and the
members are under a greater difability of hold-
ing offices than the immediate delegates ot the

ople, as the term for which they are chofen
15 of much longer duration. Upon the whole,
the reftraint difcovers a jealoufy of this refpeta-
ble body, which is altogether without a folid
foundatien,

But this is not alls the public bufinefs is
theteby frequently retarded, and if the rule
were ftrictly obferved, the delays and difficutties
wouid be itill greater. The mode of private
amendments, and conferences, which were not
allowed to appear on the journal, have, oy for-
mer affemblies, been praétifed, te evade it
How much more tnanly wou.d it have been to
repeal this idle reftriétion, and relieve the lenate
from the tzulum of waiting three tourths ot a
feMion for the deliberations ot the houie of dele-
gates!

1 folemnly proteft to the reader, that I Kave
very little connexion with any member of the
fenate, either by blood, or the oftices of friend-
thip. I court not the favours of any man. No-
thing, theretore, biit the iove of candour, in-
cites me to advance pofitions, which are fure to
meet with an unfavourable reception. It has
been common, upon every dilagteement between
the two houles, to reprefent the fenate as ¢ the
rotten part of the conltitution,” and to ipeak in
difrsfpe&ful terms of particular members; but
by lopping away this branch of tie legiflature,
our conllitution would, indeed, be miferably
maimed and defeftive! As to the individuals,
again{t whomn fome charges have been exbibited,
from a commendable but miftaken zeal, 1 can-
not eatertain the leaft doubt of their integrity
and whiggifin. As a member of the communi-
ty, I feefmyfelf under an obligation to any gen-
tleman, who will undertake an office, by willich

nourable. He acquires neither profit, influence,
nor privilege ; he facrifices his importance with
the people, and, by maintaining a freedom of
fentiment, runs an ¢xtrem& hagard of being fuf-
pe&ed as an enemy td his country, ' e
When the framers of the conalmtiolnfreqmred
a certain ion of property, to qualify a per.
fon for mpo:ﬁce, they undoubtedly proceeded
upon this fuppefition, that'a man without fich-
es muft be likewife dettitute of honeity. The
antient Romans were direQed by a differeat fen-
timent, and their, hiflory does not difplay any
of the evils which refulted frem tbeir ‘Lberal
way of thinking! Many important fervices
were perforined by very poor men, to ‘whom
théy made no fcruple of intrufting the hightit of-
‘ices. On the contrary, it is nototious, that the
citlgens of greaté wealth and tamily connec.
YXionts were ever the ‘moft corrupt, and bruught
the greateRt mifchicfs upon the commonweath,
. There are gentlemen, “ig toe circle of my ac-
'qmigu’nc'e," who are poffeffed of excellent ta-

len but from that difcourteous, referved, in<
e DR from e e métimen infafes,_within this flate, declares,  That be never had

< 2 ’ . » .
‘hiave’ deyer acquired the popularity, which, in
’mihy';mploy;ncm ‘of .2&' Uis necetfary for the
j of .00 o ung ge a-
atiainpent OF siches. * A young geaticman o

[avmire the inftitution of two branches of *bove the

o legiflature, to fesve asa mutual check, to

*ot " twenty-five,
educalon,‘.‘:ia princi;ga ‘and d%ﬂcu? of ‘{xmtie

g

ment, tn':'( want this fingle requifite. A worthy
man is reduces by untorefeen calamities; a bravé
and gallant foldier bas, notewitbflanding 1ke firis-
¢! acsnomy, expended bis patrimony in the fer-
vice of his country; none of thete are allowed
to aflit in the councils bf the Rate, or to exe-
cute the office of theriff,

Literature bhas been too little diffeminated, to
afford men of abilities for every important fa-
tion, That policy muft furely be erroneous,
whgch, by creating this and “otber difqualifi-
cations, encreafes the grievance, It is morcover
repugnant to the idea of perfe&@ cquality, an<
nounced by the firft article in the declaration,
¢* that all government of right originates from
the people, is founded in compaét only, and
inflituted {olely for the gcod of the whole.™

Perhaps the depreciation of the currency has,
for the preient, remedied the evil. It is the
principle which 1 will for ever combat, becaufe
1t is inconfiient w:ith thie fpirit of a genu:ne re-
public.

‘T'here remains che argument, which is almoft
too obvidus to be here mentioned. There is
little probability, that a weak or worthle(s per-
fon, without propérty, will ever be promoted
to an elevated truft. as he poflefles ne means of
recommendatfons but, to 2 man of fent:ment,
the refie®ion, that bi, poverty alone exciudes
him, is to the laft degree humiliating, and res
prefles one ot the nobleft incentives to virtue,
and the attainment of knowledge,

That the legiflative, judicial, executive, and
miitary, powers, fhould be ever diftinét and
{eparate, would be a perfeltiy wite ard (alutasy
provifion, if, in generai, it extended nu 1arther,
than to prohinit a man trom &xecuing two offices
at the tame time. ' Can any f{ubftantial reafon
be given, why an untortun-te, diranied foldier,
thould be incapadle of a civii appoinrment, or an
officer on the civil lift be ireugible to « featin
the legiflature?

Whether a feat in the legillature fhould he an
exciution fioin the appeintrent to an executive
office, i1s a point more difficuit to . e determined:
In pure theory, it admits not ot a count, The
rule is calculated to infure difintereftednets and
integrity. Hewever, in-inftituting a law, the
circumitances of the peuple muit ve contuited;
What might be proper for a great, extended,
govesnnieilt, may nct be fo weil adapted to a
ttate, which is net very confiderabie tor its
weaith or the number of its inhabitants

7That we want men ot abhilities, 1s univerfally
acknowledged. 1§l nbt confritntiona: to fuppote,
that our beit men will always be eieéted into the
fenate, or houfc of delegates? . From the refidue,
muft be appointed the governor; the chancellor,
the judges and other important officers.  Would
it not be fufficient to vacate the {2at ot a member
of the legiflature; upon his accepting an office
of profit? An appointment, to ac avitbens re-
avard, has been jultly confidered an evafion of

nian contend he gains nothing but ‘the unmeaning title of §o- the j7thrarticic ot the—conttitition;—and-amounts

to a full proof, with me, that the aflembly bave
thought that article impolitic.
Retidence in the county is required as one of

. the qualifications of a de-cgate; the propriety of

the rule has been frequently doubted j however,
that [ may not be decemed captious, 1 w il not
difpute tpon this polnt. But the neceility of a
whesle year's tefidence, particularly in theie un-
fettled, dangerous times, is beyond my cuma
prehenfion.  Delicacy torbids mé to mention
cafes, where this provition has operated to de-
prive the ftate of tue advice ot its wifeft men,

1 have heard an anecdote refpeching this mate
ter, which, for the credit of fome diftingtufhed
chara&ers, 1am willing to believe is not aus

thentle,
A REPUBLICAN,

bl e e
Tothe Prinrersof the MARYLAND GAZETTE,

WRITER in your paper of the 10h
A initarit, under the fignature of a Plebean,

fpeaking ot the confifcating Britih property

it in contemplation to exempt from coafilcation
the property of Mr. Bucbaman, or of the pro-

jetors of the Principio and Kingfbury iron-
works; that he never Mr. Buchanan was
our friend, and fofle of the owners of thofe
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